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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 12, 2012
Louis Stern Fine Arts is pleased to present:

Samella Lewis and the African American Experience
The exhibition opens Saturday, February 25, from 5-8 PM,
and continues through April 21, 2012.

Artist, educator, scholar, curator, writer, administrator, editor, flmmaker and collector, Samella
Lewis has played a crucial role in the development in most every aspect of African American
Art.

In Los Angeles, Lewis is known as the founder of the Museum of African American Art where
she served a chief curator from the museum’s inception in 1976 through 1986. Lewis also
founded The Gallery at Scripps College where she was a professor (1969 — 1984). Scripps
recently honored Lewis, a Professor Emerita, with the creation of the Samella Lewis
Contemporary Art Collection.

In 1996, Lewis explained her professorial and curatorial philosophy, “Black women are
nurturers. We nurture our families by seriously listening to and seriously considering what they
tell us. We also have an obligation to see that valuing and collecting contemporary art is a
significant aspect of nurturing. We must familiarize ourselves with our historical and
contemporary art in order to understand and know ourselves.”

This exhibition will feature selected artworks from the artist’s collection along with works created
by the artist in hops of illustrating this philosophy in eloquent detail.

The gallery is pleased to present the exhibition as a participating gallery in the Getty initiative
Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A. 1945-1980 and is accompanied by a full-color catalogue with
text by Suzanne Muchnic.

Gallery hours: Tuesday - Friday 10AM — 6PM; Saturday 11AM — 5PM

For further information contact the gallery
at 310-276-0147 or info@louissternfinearts.com

For further information contact Marie Chambers, Gallery Director: 310-276-0147
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